The biochemical investigation of epilepsy in childhood.
Metabolic disorders are a relatively uncommon, but important, cause of childhood seizures. Routinely searching for a metabolic disorder in epilepsy is usually unrewarding. Children and adolescents with epilepsy can be selected for appropriate biochemical investigation by considering the seizure type, age of onset, EEG appearance, family history, clinical findings and the results of brain imaging. A limited number of biochemical screening tests can be used to categorize the more common metabolic disorders associated with seizures.